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The chief audit executive may be asked to take
on additional roles and responsibilities outside
of internal auditing, such as responsibility for
compliance or risk management activities. These
roles and responsibilities may impair, or appear
to impair, the organizational independence of the
internal audit activity, or the individual objectivity
of the internal auditor. Safeguards are those
oversight activities, often undertaken by the
board, to address these potential impairments,
and may include such activities as periodically
evaluating reporting lines and responsibilities,
and developing alternative processes to obtain
assurance related to the areas of additional
responsibility.
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